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Wlldcats can’t let telecast become
~ Gateway team in WPIAL Ql

. BY RANDY SKUBEK
" Bulletin Sports Editor
Ray Reltz is used to this TV.

ltz« S four years at Jean»
. nette, which played in the
‘WPIAL and state Class AA
‘championship games twice dur-
mg that span, hlS teams

en Reitz takes the Wild-
'1) to Gateway (2-0) for

outh Conference opener, they
( under the brightest
lights and on the biggest stage
they ever have been. The game
Al teway ‘High School in

FSN Pittsburgh (Com-
‘cast Channel 32) with air time

:at Tpm..
I was fortunate enough at

Jeannette to have _couple games

dike this. It was pretty nice,”
expressed Reitz, who's in his
first season as Greater Latrobe ]
;head coach.

+“I think 1ts great for the
cwnmumty -and for the kids to
get some: exposure.

L “It’s a nice thing for h1gh
- school football. Some of these
kids won’t get the chance to go
lay college football, so
Athls
Tives.”

: While that’s all well and
good,

something they’ﬂ '
femﬁmber for the rest of their

- is one potential

drawback.

That would be the other “D”
word.

“Surc, it /can be a distrac-
tion,” Reztz -acknowledged.
“But it’s only a distraction if
you let it become that.” '

With -that in mind, Greater
Latrobe was to break out the
cameras this week to, as Reitz
put it, “see how well the kids
concentrate in practice.” It’s a
trick he used at Jeannette.

Because the last thing the
Wildcats need is for it to be a
dlstractxoq come game time.
Having to] go up agamst Gate-
way is enough

“If we can 80 down there.

and play well, it’s a chance to

. promote the program. That’ll be

a nice thihg for our k:;ds  Reitz
continued.
“But,” ‘he was quick to add,
“we're gbmg against a formida-
ble oppancnt We have to be

'rcady to,compete.”

Gateway is...well, Gateway.
Forget that the Gators lost eight
starters on offense and seven on
defense, and that six are now
playmg NCAA Division I foot-
ball —
Brown at Ohio State, Brian
William,
Rodkey  at Indiana. - while
seven! are with Division Il or ITI
programs.

It never about rebmldmg at
Gateway. All the Gators ever do
unde'i{hTerry Smith is reload.
ey're - very fast ‘and
quick. They’re very good at the

“Dorian Bell and Corey -

s at Navy, and Colin -

skill - positions,
as they alwqys

“ “You’ve got
to take the big
play away from
them: You have
to -make them
drive the foot-

just a big-play |
team, very |
skilled and very |
well-coached.”

what makes the RAY |

Gators who they are.

There’s Rob Kalkstein, a 5-
foot-10, ~ 165-pound senior
who’s in his fourth year as
Gateway’s starting quarterback.
He threw for 1,713 yards and 21
touchdowns. last season as a
Junior, and is coming off a 10-
for-14 showing for 217 and two
in the Gators’ 43-7 win over
Baldwin.

Running  back - Brandon
Felder (6-0, 170, Sr.), a herald-
ed transfer from Massachuseits,
and  wide receiver Dayonnne

Nunley (5-8 165, Sr.) each

scored. twice in that same game
while running back Ome Bey
(5-9, 175, Sr.) had 136 yards
and two touchdowns on just 10
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distraction against another speedy

T, carries, and
#!| wide receiver
Steve  Vranka

(5-10, 165, Sr.)
five catches for

and six Division
I recruits and
came ‘into the
year - as' the
favorite in

“You can’t

(EITZ simulate - their
speed in practice,” Reitz said as
a matter of fact. “The way you
have to control it is to be funda-
mentally sound.

“Fundamentals can take care

of speed. We just have to do
what we do and play the way
we play, and come up with a
good game-plan.”

Still, that’s only half the bat-
tle. Greater Latrobe has to try
and to it on a short week.

“That doesn’t help, but they
got a short week, too,” Reitz
pointed out, “We both: have to
do it.

“That’s more like an excuse.
We’re not going to make excus-
es. :

“They have to do it; we have

90 yards and a
TD - in " Gate-
way’s season-
opening, 19-7
victory - over
Penn Hills,
which - boasts
anywhere

between four

to do it. You just have to go play
and see how it plays out.”

Reitz felt his Wildcats. did
that  last ‘week . against  Fox
Chapel despite coming out on
the short end of a 14-7 score.
Reitz felt his team did just
about everything but win, the
Foxes  scoring = the. decisive
touchdown with only 22 sec-
onds left.

“I thought we out-hit them
and had a chance to win the
game, and that’s all you can ask
from the kids — get into the
fourth quarter and have a
chance to win,” Reitz offered.
“We just didn’t finish the job.

“But that’s a learned behav-
ior, and that’s what we’re striv-

ing for right now. But I thought -

the kids played hard.  That’s
what we’re happy about,
“We’re still having missed
assignments and  things . like
that, but ‘that’s what happens
when you have a new system,
but the kids played hard, and
that’s-all we can ask them to do
— give their all for 48 minutes.
I thought they did that.”
Directing  Greater Latrobe’s
wing-T - offense, quarterback
Eric - Shaffer (6-0, 195, Sr.)
accounted for more than 100
yards against Fox Chapel - he
was the team’s top rusher with
96 on 20 carries and completed
two of four passes for 19 — but
the Wildcats could only get into
the endzone once. In “two
games, Shaffer has run for 99
yards and a pair of touchdowns,

1ad South Conference opener

and — after passing for 1,579
and 12 last year — 1s just five of
nine this season for 50 yards
and one score.

Fullbacks Brad Burkley (6-

0,190, Sr.) and Steve Taylor (5-

5, 175, Jr.) have combined for
141 yards — 90 and 51, respec-
tively — on 38 attempts (3.7
average). Halfback Gavin Fin-
ley (5-7, 155, J1.) was GL’s sec-
ond-leading rusher against Fox
Chapel with 47 yards on six car-
ries.

Reitz is also hoping to have
Ryan Matsko (5-10, 175, Sr),
who was first on the depth chart
at wide receiver entering the
season only to sprain his ankle
early in the Wildcats’ 21-0 win
over- Derry -Area to -open the
season, back this week. Other
than that, Reitz said his starting
lineups will remain the same
against Gateway, which is
ranked No. 2 in WPIAL Quad-
A and No. 6 in the state,

“I think we have to make the
game-plan simple so our kids
don’t have to think a lot,” Reitz
explained, “That’s what’s going
on right now.

“Our kids are still thinking a
little bit, so if we simplify what
we’re doing, we’ll play faster. It
might not be as fast as they are,
but, again, that’s where we have

to compete.”
In-addition to the FSN Pits-
burgh. - telecast, = Thursday’s

game will be broadcast by. the
MSA  Sports Network  and
WCNS-AM 1480 in Latrobe.



